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Head of Johnny & Associates resigns and admits late founder’s sexual abuse

The president of the Japanese top talent agency Johnny & Associates held a news conference on
September 7th. Julie K. Fujishima, the niece of the late founder Johnny Kitagawa, announced her
resignation after admitting that her uncle had sexually abused minors for decades.

This May, Fujishima released a video in which she said she was not aware of any sexual abuse by
Kitagawa, and it would be difficult to determine whether the accusations by the victims are true because
Kitagawa is deceased. (Kitagawa died in 2019 at the age of 87.)

But a panel of experts investigated the allegations, interviewing 41 people, including victims and
other company employees. The panel issued a report and concluded that Kitagawa had repeatedly
sexually abused a number of boys from 1950s to the mid-2010s. Most of the victims were backup dancers
known as “Johnny’s Juniors,” and the abuse happened at various locations including Kitagawa’s home and
the company’s training camps. Many of the survivors told the panel that they had been traumatized.
The panel urged the agency to give a sincere apology, and quickly begin discussing compensation and
specific relief programs with the victims. The report also said Fujishima, who is Kitagawa's niece, should
step down so that the agency can make a new start, because it is difficult to stop illegal acts in a family-
run business due to close personal ties. For instance, Mary Kitagawa, the late former president of
the agency and Johnny’s older sister, had known about the abuse but did not take action.

On August 4th, experts from a U.N. Human Rights Council working group held a press conference
after conducting hearings with the victims of Kitagawa’s sexual abuse. They voiced doubts about "the
transparency and legitimacy" of the probe of Johnny & Associates. They also added that media

companies in Japan have covered up the scandal for decades.
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Q| What did Julie Fujishima admit at a news conference on September 7™?

Q2 What is the relation between Johnny Kitagawa, Julie Fujishima and Mary Kitagawa?
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Q4 How did a panel of experts investigate the allegations by the victims?

Q5 When did Johnny Kitagawa conduct the inappropriate act?

Q6 Who were the victims?
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Q8 Why did the report of the panel say Fujishima should step down?
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@ At the press conference on September 7th, Fujishima acknowledged Kitagawa’s abuse for the first time.
"Both the agency itself and I myself as a person recognize that Johnny Kitagawa’s sexual abuse did take
place. I apologize to his victims from the bottom of my heart.” She also said, “I will remain as a
representative director to fulfill my responsibility to compensate the victims."

Fujishima named Noriyuki Higashiyama as her successor. He is a former member of the popular
1980s boyband Shonentai, and the oldest member of the agency. Higashiyama said he had never been
sexually abused by Kitagawa but had heard rumors that Kitagawa had sexually assaulted other boys.
He said he feels really sorry for the victims who felt physical and mental pain for a long time from
Kitagawa’s sexual abuse. “Those were the deeds of a brute. My affection for Kitagawa has completely
evaporated,” said Higashiyama. He said he will retire from his showbiz career by the year-end to

sincerely deal with this matter. “(DIt will take a long time to win back the trust we have lost, but I will

devote the rest of my life to dealing with this problem,” he said.

|E| (2)Despite speculation that the talent agency will change its name, Higashiyama said he plans to
retain it. Higashiyama vowed to enact measures to prevent such abuse from happening again and
to “respond sincerely” in compensating victims. Butit's unclear what they would change, and how the

agency's talents would be protected.
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Q11 What will Fujishima do after resigning from the post of the president?
Q12 Who is the new president Noriyuki Higashiyama?
Q13 Had Higashiyama also been sexually abused by Kitagawa?
Q14 How did he accuse Kitagawa’s deeds?
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Johnny Kitagawa: Head of Japan's biggest talent agency admits founder abused

young stars - BBC News

Japan's Johnny Kitagowa sex abuse scandal forces shoke-up at J-pop agency -
FRANCE 24 English




A BBC documentary which was aired this March, “Predator: The Secret Scandal of J-Pop”,
triggered a wave of international attention to Kitagawa’s inappropriate act, which Japan’s domestic media
found impossible to ignore. The documentary led more victims to come forward, including ex-pop star
Kauan Okamoto, who said that he had been abused by Kitagawa for four years, from the age of 15.

A day after the press conference, Kauan Okamoto said the company's apology to victims has put his
mind somewhat "at ease." But he also said his "scars" will not quickly heal and that the company needs
to support victims throughout their ordeal.
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Q19 What triggered Japan’s domestic media to pay attention to Kitagawa’s inappropriate act?

Q20 What did Kauan Okamoto say about the company’s apology?

Q21 (1)What do you think about the news?

(2) What do you think is the problem of Japan’s show business?
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Johnny & Associates admits sexual abuse—NHK WORLD-JAPAN NEWS
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https://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/2023/mar/07/predator-the-secret-scandal-of-j-pop-review-japan-johnny-kitagawa
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-65259427
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-65259427

K RO % 3MFOFAT, BEBLEL &I,
1. Julie K. Fujishima, the niece of the late founder Johnny Kitagawa, announced her resignation after

admitting that her uncle had sexually abused minors for decades.

2. "Both the agency itself and I myself as a person recognize that Johnny Kitagawa’s sexual abuse did

take place.”

3. “It will take a long time to win back the trust we have lost, but I will devote the rest of my life to

dealing with this problem.”

4 . Higashiyama vowed to enact measures to prevent such abuse from happening again and to
“respond sincerely” in compensating victims.
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*Johnny Kitagawa’s sexual abuse took place.
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Johnny Kitagawa’s sexual abuse did take place. %Y F7,
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